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motion to stop Confederate armies from hitting Grant at Vicksborg, letting
three brigades of Confederate cavalry- get away to raid and terrorize southern
Indiana and Ohio,
Late In June of '63 Rosecraas marched his forces through rough and
broken country, and by September pth had, without a battle, manoeuvred
the Confederate army under Bragg out of Chattanooga and put his own
troops into that strategic centre.
Major-General William S. Rosecraas was no\v forty-four years old, born
in Kingston, Ohio, graduating fifth in the class of 1842 at West Point, serving
four years as professor of natural philosophy and of engineering at the
national academy. He had organized a kerosene manufacturing company
just before the war began, quit coal oil and money-making, served with
credit under McClellan in West Virginia; lie came through hard fighting at
Corinth and Murfrcesboro, rated as an able commanding officer, not lacking
piety.
At first Rosccrans felt elated over Ms position. Then reports came indicat-
ing that Bragg had received reinforcements and more were coming, that
Bragg had his army well concentrated while Rosecrans' forces were scattered
over a fifty-mile line. Rosecrans did not know that Longstrect with 20,000
troops from the Army of Northern Virginia had been sent by railroad down
across the Carolinas and up into far northern Georgia to tie help of Bragg.
This gave Bragg 70*000 troops as against Rosecrans* 57,000.
The two armies grappled at Chickamauga Creek near Crawfish Spring on
September ipth of '63. Lincoln that day read dispatches from Charles A.
Dana, Stanton's assistant and observer. At 10.30 a.ni.: 'As I write enemy are
making diversions on our right... An orderly of Bragg's just captured says
there are reports in rebel army of LoEgstreet's arrival, but he does not know
that they are true. Rosecrans has everything ready to grind up Bragg's flank,1
At 2.30 p.m.: 'Enemy repulsed on left lias suddenly fallen on right of our line
of battle ... musketry there fierce and obstinate ... decisive victory seems
assured to us.* At 3.20 p.m.: 'Thomas reports that lie is driving rebels and
will force them into the CHckaniauga to-night, ... The battle is tought in
thick forest, and is invisible to outsiders. Line is two miles long.* At 4.30
p.m.: 1 do not dare to say our victory is complete, but it seems certain.
Enemy silenced on nearly whole line. Longstreet is here*' At 5.20 p.m.:
'Firing has ceased. *.. Enemy holds his ground in many places. ... Now
appears to be undecided contest/ At 7.30 p.m.: 'Enemy defeated in attempt
to turn our left flank and regain possession of Chattanooga.... His repulse
was bloody and maintained to the end. If he does not retreat* Rosecrans will
renew the fight at daylight.*
Late on Sunday afternoon, September 20tt, came a telegram from Dana